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Reservoir Storage Zones and Levels

Level 1 Top of  Inactive Pool – The storage at this level may be zero, or may be
a minimum pool level.

Level 2 Top of Buffer Pool – The Buffer Pool is a division of the Conservation
Pool.  When the pool level drops into a Buffer Zone, a drought condition is
indicated.  During these times, only essential demands will be met
(required flows).

Level 3 Top of Conservation – Space in the Conservation Pool is reserved for
the various water demands on the reservoir:  agricultural, environmental,
municipal and industrial, and other needs.

Level 4 Flood Control Pool – Water is stored in this zone when it cannot be
safely passed through the downstream channel system.

Level 5 Surcharge Pool – Typically, a reservoir has surcharge storage to
accommodate water above the emergency spillway.  In the surcharge
zone, the outflow is determined by the spillway capacity.

Surcharge

Flood

Conservation

Buffer

Inactive

Level

Gross Pool

Top of Conservation

Minimum Pool

Sacramento & San Joaquin River Basins
Comprehensive Study

Plate 3
Flood Control Space Diagram

US Army Corps of Engineers
The Reclamation Board, State of California December 2002
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